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ABSTRACT 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, represents a 

critical legislative framework in India aimed at safeguarding children from sexual abuse and 

exploitation. Despite its comprehensive provisions and intent, the implementation of the 

POCSO Act faces significant challenges that hinder its effectiveness. This paper critically 

examines the gap between the legal framework and ground realities by identifying barriers, 

including limited stakeholder awareness, underreporting of cases, procedural delays, 

inadequate victim support systems, and prevailing societal stigmas. The research further 

contextualises these challenges by comparing them with global child protection standards, 

including the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), as well as best 

practices from countries such as the United Kingdom, the United States, and Australia. The 

analysis reveals both progress and persistent deficiencies in India's approach, underscoring the 

need for holistic reforms, enhanced inter-agency coordination, and child-centric policies. 

Recommendations are provided to bridge the law-reality divide, emphasising capacity 

building, policy amendments, and international collaboration. Ultimately, the study advocates 

for a multidimensional strategy to ensure the effective protection of children, aligning national 

laws with global benchmarks. 

Keywords: child protection, implementation, challenges, global standards,  legal framework, 

comparative analysis 

I. INTRODUCTION 

“The most important part of education is proper training in the nursery." 

— Plato 

The protection of children from sexual offences is a fundamental human right and a moral 

imperative for any society. Children, by virtue of their vulnerability and limited capacity to 

comprehend or resist abuse, require specific legal safeguards to ensure their safety, dignity, and 

development. In India, the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, enacted 

in 2012, represents a landmark legislative effort aimed at addressing the grave issue of child 

sexual abuse. The Act was designed not only to criminalise a wide spectrum of sexual offences 
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against children but also to provide a child-friendly system for reporting, recording of evidence, 

investigation, and speedy trial of offences through designated Special Courts. Despite its 

progressive and comprehensive framework, the implementation of the POCSO Act remains 

fraught with significant challenges, revealing a persistent gap between the law as it exists on 

paper and the realities faced by children and their families. 

The POCSO Act emerged against a backdrop of rising public awareness and concern about the 

prevalence and severity of child sexual abuse in India. Before its enactment, there was no 

specific law addressing the unique vulnerabilities of children in the context of sexual violence. 

The Act filled this legislative void by defining a child as any person below the age of eighteen 

years and by recognising a broad array of offences, including penetrative and non-penetrative 

sexual assault, sexual harassment, and pornography. It also introduced mandatory reporting 

requirements for individuals aware of such offences and established procedures intended to 

minimise trauma for child victims during judicial processes. These provisions marked a 

decisive shift towards prioritising the best interests of the child, aligning India’s legal landscape 

more closely with its international obligations under the United Nations Convention on the 

Rights of the Child (UNCRC). 

However, the journey from legislative intent to practical realisation is fraught with obstacles. 

While the POCSO Act sets a high standard for the protection of children, the experiences of 

survivors, their families, law enforcement, and the judiciary often highlight a complex web of 

legal, institutional, and social challenges. Procedural delays, lack of adequate training among 

police and judicial officials, insufficient infrastructure, such as child-friendly courts, and 

societal stigma all contribute to a system that at times fails to deliver timely and effective 

justice. Reporting rates remain low, partly due to fear, shame, and lack of awareness, while 

inadequate investigations and the retraction of testimonies under duress hamper conviction 

rates. These barriers not only undermine the objectives of the Act but also perpetuate cycles of 

silence and impunity. 

The Indian experience is not unique; countries around the world grapple with similar issues in 

child protection. However, a comparative analysis with global standards and best practices 

reveals both shared challenges and potential pathways forward. International conventions such 

as the UNCRC, as well as domestic laws in countries such as the United Kingdom, Australia, 

and the United States, offer valuable insights into how legal frameworks, institutional 

arrangements, and social support systems can be harmonised to create safer environments for 

children. While distinct socio-cultural realities shape each context, the global movement 

towards child-centric legal processes, multidisciplinary support systems, and robust data 

monitoring provides important lessons for India as it seeks to bridge the gap between law and 

lived experience. 

This study undertakes a critical examination of the challenges in implementing the POCSO 

Act, situating them within the broader context of global child protection standards. By 

dissecting the Act’s legal provisions, examining the practical difficulties encountered in its 

enforcement, and comparing it with international best practices, the analysis aims to illuminate 

the structural and systemic reforms needed for more effective child protection in India. The 

aim is not merely to critique, but to contribute constructively to ongoing efforts to safeguard 
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children's rights and well-being. In doing so, the discussion underscores the urgent need for a 

multi-faceted approach—one that integrates legal reform, institutional capacity-building, 

community engagement, and technological innovation—to ensure that the promise of the 

POCSO Act is fully realised in the lives of India’s children. 

II. FOCUSED RESEARCH QUESTIONS  

➢ What are the key challenges in implementing the POCSO Act in India? 

• Major challenges include legal ambiguities, procedural delays, insufficient institutional 

capacity, societal stigma, lack of awareness, and weak data monitoring. These hurdles 

undermine the Act’s effectiveness and limit access to justice for child victims. 

➢ How does the POCSO Act compare with global child protection standards? 

• The POCSO Act aligns with international conventions in its legal provisions but falls 

behind in practical implementation. Unlike leading global models, India still faces gaps 

in multi-agency collaboration, victim support, and robust data systems. 

➢ What are the most effective strategies to bridge the gap between law and reality? 

• Strategies include strengthening institutional infrastructure, regular training, raising 

public awareness, fostering multi-sectoral cooperation, leveraging technology for 

monitoring, and adopting global best practices tailored to the Indian context. 

III. LITERATURE REVIEW 

The issue of child sexual abuse and the legislative responses to it have attracted significant 

scholarly attention in India and worldwide. The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

(POCSO) Act, 2012, stands at the centre of this discourse, often hailed for its comprehensive 

and child-friendly approach but also critiqued for the challenges inherent in its implementation. 

This literature review synthesises key academic findings and policy analyses, situating the 

POCSO Act within the broader context of child protection and global legal standards. 

Scholars such as Tilak (2016) and Kacker et al. (2007) have documented the alarming 

prevalence of child sexual abuse in India, highlighting systemic underreporting due to socio-

cultural taboos and victim-blaming attitudes. The landmark study by the Ministry of Women 

and Child Development (2007) revealed that over 53% of surveyed children had experienced 

some form of sexual abuse, underscoring the urgent need for targeted legal intervention. Prior 

to the enactment of POCSO, legal remedies were largely confined to the Indian Penal Code, 

which lacked both specificity and sensitivity toward child victims (Kapur, 2013). 

The POCSO Act has been lauded in legal literature for its gender-neutral definitions, mandatory 

reporting provisions, and emphasis on child-friendly procedures (Singh & Vardhan, 2015). 

Scholars such as Ramesh and Bhatia (2018) argue that the Act aligns India’s legal framework 

with international obligations under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(UNCRC), particularly by recognising a comprehensive range of sexual offences and 

mandating speedy trials through Special Courts. However, critiques persist regarding 

ambiguities in legal definitions—such as the scope of consent and non-contact offences—and 
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the potential for misuse or overreach, especially in cases involving consensual acts between 

adolescents (Nigam, 2018). 

Empirical studies and policy reports have repeatedly pointed to gaps in implementation. 

Satyarthi (2020) and the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB, 2022) data highlight 

persistent delays in investigation and prosecution, low conviction rates, and a lack of child-

friendly infrastructure. The role of police, judiciary, and medical professionals has come under 

scrutiny, with research by Child Rights and You (CRY, 2019) emphasising inadequate training 

and frequent insensitivity toward victims. Societal stigma, fear of reprisal, and lack of 

awareness further exacerbate underreporting and hinder the delivery of justice (Sen, 2017). 

Comparative legal scholarship highlights best practices worldwide. Studies on the United 

Kingdom’s multi-agency approach (Gilbert, 2021), Australia’s child-safe organisation 

standards (Moore, 2018), and the United States’ Child Advocacy Centres (Herbert & 

Bromfield, 2016) highlight the importance of cross-sectoral collaboration, trauma-informed 

care, and robust data collection. Indian legal scholars advocate integrating these strategies—

such as multidisciplinary teams and improved victim support—into the Indian context to bridge 

the gap between legislation and reality. 

In summary, the literature reveals a consensus on the transformative potential of the POCSO 

Act, but also recognises the multifaceted challenges that persist in practice. Bridging this gap 

requires not only legal reform but also social change, institutional capacity-building, and 

learning from global experiences to ensure the protection and well-being of every child. 

Key Statistics on Child Sexual Abuse and the POCSO Act (India) 

Data Point  Source 

 

Year  Statistic/Value 

 

Children reporting 

sexual abuse 

Ministry of Women 

and Child 

Development 

2007 

53% of surveyed 

children 

Cases registered 

under the POCSO 

Act 

National Crime 

Records Bureau 

(NCRB) 

2021 

47,221 cases 

Cases registered 

under the POCSO 

Act 

National Crime 

Records Bureau 

(NCRB) 

2022 

56,084 cases 

Proportion of girl 

victims 
NCRB 2022 

Over 85% 

Conviction rate 

under the POCSO 

Act 

NCRB 2022 32.5% 
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Average pendency of 

POCSO cases in 

courts 

NCRB 

2022 Over 90% cases are 

pending trial 

States with the 

highest POCSO 

cases 

NCRB 2022 

Uttar Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Tamil 

Nadu 

IV. THE POCSO ACT: LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, marked a watershed 

moment in India’s legislative landscape concerning child safety. Prior to its enactment, legal 

recourse for child sexual abuse (CSA) victims was fragmented and insufficient, relying largely 

on the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which lacked specific provisions tailored to the unique 

vulnerabilities of children. Recognising the urgent need for a comprehensive legal framework, 

the Indian government introduced the POCSO Act to address the various forms of sexual 

exploitation and abuse suffered by children, making it one of the most progressive statutes in 

this domain. 

Key Provisions and Features of the POCSO Act. The POCSO Act is notable for its clarity and 

breadth in defining sexual offences against children. It criminalises a wide range of acts, 

including penetrative sexual assault, non-penetrative sexual assault, sexual harassment, and the 

use of children for pornographic purposes. Importantly, the Act is gender-neutral, recognising 

that both boys and girls can be victims of sexual abuse. It defines a child as any individual 

under 18 years of age and emphasises the presumption of the child’s innocence and 

vulnerability. The Act also provides stringent penalties, reflecting the gravity of the offences 

and serving as a deterrent. 

One of the most significant features of the POCSO Act is its focus on creating a child-friendly 

legal process. The Act mandates that police officials and judicial officers handling such cases 

undergo special training to adopt sensitive procedures while dealing with child victims. For 

instance, it stipulates that statements from the child must be recorded in a non-threatening 

environment, preferably by female police officers, and that the child's identity must be 

protected at all stages of the judicial process. The Act also prescribes the establishment of 

Special Courts for the speedy trial of offences, aiming to curb delays that could exacerbate 

victims' trauma. 

Mechanisms for Reporting, Investigation, and Prosecution The POCSO Act introduces 

mandatory reporting, making it a legal obligation for any person, including parents, teachers, 

doctors, and community members, to report suspected or known instances of child sexual 

abuse. Failure to do so is itself punishable under the Act. This provision seeks to break the 

culture of silence that often surrounds such offences and to ensure that cases are promptly 

brought to the attention of law enforcement agencies. 

The investigation process under the POCSO Act is designed to be prompt and sensitive. Police 

must record the victim's statement at the victim's residence or at a place of the child’s choosing, 

and medical examinations are to be conducted in the presence of a trusted individual. The Act 
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further mandates that the investigation be completed within two months and that the trial be 

concluded within a year of the offence being reported. Special Public Prosecutors are appointed 

to handle these cases, ensuring that legal representation is both competent and attuned to the 

needs of child victims. 

Rights of Child Victims Under the Act The POCSO Act places paramount importance on the 

protection and welfare of the child throughout the judicial process. It prohibits the media from 

disclosing the victim's identity, thereby safeguarding the child’s privacy and dignity. The Act 

provides for interim compensation and rehabilitation measures to address victims' immediate 

needs, including access to counselling, medical care, and shelter. The child’s testimony is to be 

recorded as evidence-in-chief, and cross-examination is conducted in a manner that minimises 

the child's distress. The Act also recognises the right of the child to be accompanied by a trusted 

adult during all stages of the proceedings. 

By integrating these comprehensive mechanisms, the POCSO Act aims to create a robust 

protective shield around children, ensuring that the law is not only punitive but also restorative. 

However, as subsequent sections will explore, the effectiveness of these provisions depends on 

their faithful implementation—a challenge that persists despite the Act’s progressive intent. 

V. CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTING THE POCSO ACT 

Despite its robust legal framework, the implementation of the Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act in India has encountered numerous obstacles that undermine its 

effectiveness. These challenges span the legal, institutional, societal, and systemic domains, 

revealing the complex realities that children and stakeholders face in seeking justice and 

protection. Understanding these impediments is essential to designing interventions that bridge 

the gap between the law’s promise and its practical realisation. 

a) Legal and Procedural Challenges 

One of the foremost challenges is the gap in legal definitions and the scope of offences. While 

the Act is comprehensive, ambiguities in interpreting certain terms—such as the nature of 

consent, the definition of sexual intent, and the scope of non-contact offences—can lead to 

inconsistent application and misinterpretation by law enforcement and the judiciary. There are 

also issues related to the overlap and conflicts between the POCSO Act and other legal statutes, 

such as the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the Juvenile Justice Act, which can create confusion 

and procedural delays. 

Procedural hurdles further complicate the situation. Delays in investigation and prosecution are 

common, despite the Act’s mandate for time-bound processes. Overburdened courts, a lack of 

coordination between police, prosecutors, and medical personnel, and frequent adjournments 

prolong the trauma for victims and reduce the likelihood of securing convictions. The lack of 

effective witness protection mechanisms and the retraction of testimonies due to intimidation 

or coercion further hamper the judicial process. 

b) Institutional and Systemic Barriers 
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The capacity and preparedness of institutions tasked with implementing the POCSO Act remain 

suboptimal. Many police officers, judicial officials, and medical professionals lack specialised 

training in handling cases involving child victims. This deficiency often results in insensitive 

questioning, improper evidence collection, and failure to adhere to child-friendly procedures 

mandated by the Act. The absence of adequate infrastructure—such as child-friendly courts, 

support services, and shelters—limits the ability to provide a safe and supportive environment 

for victims. 

Additionally, the high caseloads and limited resources available to Special Courts and 

investigating agencies lead to further delays and compromised quality of justice. Coordination 

among various stakeholders, including law enforcement, child welfare committees, non-

governmental organisations, and healthcare providers, is often fragmented, resulting in gaps in 

service delivery and support for victims and their families. 

c) Societal and Cultural Obstacles 

Societal attitudes towards child sexual abuse present formidable challenges to the effective 

implementation of the POCSO Act. Deep-rooted stigma, victim-blaming, and reluctance to 

acknowledge abuse within families and communities contribute to gross underreporting of 

offences. Fear of social ostracism, concerns about family honour, and lack of faith in the 

criminal justice system deter victims and their families from coming forward. In many cases, 

the abuser is a known person or relative, making it even more difficult to decide to report. 

Furthermore, limited public awareness about the provisions of the Act and the rights of child 

victims exacerbates the problem. Educational institutions, community leaders, and parents 

often lack adequate information about legal recourse and the importance of early intervention, 

leaving children vulnerable to continued exploitation and harm. 

d) Data and Monitoring Limitations 

Accurate data collection and monitoring are essential for assessing the effectiveness of the 

POCSO Act and identifying areas for improvement. However, current mechanisms for data 

gathering are inconsistent and often lack transparency. Many cases go unreported or are 

misclassified, leading to significant gaps in official statistics. The absence of a centralised 

database and standardised reporting protocols further impedes efforts to track trends, evaluate 

outcomes, and develop evidence-based policies. 

In summary, the implementation challenges of the POCSO Act are multi-dimensional and 

deeply interwoven with broader systemic issues. Addressing these challenges requires 

concerted efforts on legal reform, institutional strengthening, social awareness, and data-driven 

monitoring. The following sections will explore how global child protection standards and 

comparative experiences can inform strategies to close these gaps and advance child safety in 

India. 

VI. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: GLOBAL CHILD PROTECTION STANDARDS 

Child protection is a universal concern, and nations worldwide have developed a variety of 

legal frameworks, policies, and practices to safeguard children from abuse and exploitation. 
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By examining international conventions and the child protection regimes of countries such as 

the United Kingdom, Australia, and the United States, we can gain valuable insights into both 

the strengths and limitations of the POCSO Act. This comparative perspective not only 

highlights global best practices but also identifies opportunities for India to enhance its own 

approach. 

Overview of International Conventions At the heart of global child protection efforts lies the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), adopted in 1989. The 

UNCRC enshrines the right of every child to protection from all forms of sexual exploitation 

and abuse (Article 34), and mandates that states establish effective procedures for prevention, 

identification, reporting, investigation, and treatment of child abuse (Article 19). The Optional 

Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution, and child pornography further strengthens 

international commitment to comprehensive protection. India is a signatory to the UNCRC and 

has pledged to align its domestic laws, including the POCSO Act, with these international 

standards. 

Best Practices from Selected Countries. The United Kingdom has developed an integrated child 

protection system, with the Children Act 1989 and Sexual Offences Act 2003 providing a robust 

legal framework. The UK emphasises multi-agency cooperation, early intervention, and the 

use of Child Protection Conferences to coordinate services. Child victims have access to 

specialised support, and procedures prioritise minimising trauma during the judicial process. 

Australia’s approach is characterised by strong inter-governmental coordination and the 

promotion of child-safe environments across institutions. The National Principles for Child 

Safe Organisations guide organisations in creating protective cultures, while mandatory 

reporting laws ensure that suspicions of abuse are promptly addressed. Victim support services, 

trauma-informed care, and community education are integral components. 

In the United States, the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) provides federal 

standards for state child protection systems. There is a focus on multidisciplinary teams, 

mandatory reporting, and the integration of child advocacy centres, which provide coordinated 

investigations and support in a child-friendly setting. The US also invests in public awareness 

campaigns and data-driven monitoring to improve accountability. 

Key Differences and Similarities with the POCSO Act: Like many global counterparts, the 

POCSO Act features mandatory reporting, child-friendly procedures, and strict penalties for 

offenders. However, implementation challenges remain more pronounced in India, particularly 

in infrastructure, coordination, and social attitudes. In comparison, countries such as the UK, 

Australia, and the US have institutionalised multi-agency collaboration, invested heavily in 

capacity building, and developed comprehensive support networks for victims. 

Notably, international best practices emphasise not only punitive measures but also preventive 

strategies—such as education, awareness, and community engagement. The integration of child 

protection with broader social policies, investment in data systems, and regular evaluation of 

legal frameworks further distinguish these approaches. For India, drawing lessons from these 

models can inform reforms that ensure child protection is both effective and sustainable. 



International Journal of Social Science Research (IJSSR) 
Volume- 3, Issue- 2 | March - April 2026    ISSN: 3048-9490 

IJSSR www.ijssr.com 182 

 

VII. LESSONS LEARNED AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The comparative analysis of the POCSO Act and global child protection standards underscores 

an important reality: while robust legal frameworks are vital, the effectiveness of child 

protection depends equally on the systems, cultures, and practices that give life to the law. 

Drawing on both India’s experience and international best practices, this section distils key 

lessons and offers actionable recommendations to bridge the persistent gap between policy and 

practice. 

Bridging Policy and Practice Gaps A critical lesson from global comparisons is the importance 

of translating legal provisions into practical, accessible, and effective mechanisms for 

protection. Laws like the POCSO Act are most successful when complemented by clear 

operational guidelines, standard operating procedures, and regular capacity-building for all 

stakeholders. India must prioritise developing comprehensive implementation protocols to 

ensure clarity and consistency across states and jurisdictions. Continuous review and feedback 

mechanisms should be institutionalised to identify and address practical challenges as they 

arise, fostering an adaptive learning and reform system. 

Enhancing Institutional Capacity and Coordination International models emphasise the value 

of multi-agency collaboration—a principle that India can strengthen further. Regular training 

and sensitisation programs for police officers, prosecutors, judges, medical professionals, and 

social workers are essential for building a child-centric approach to justice. Establishing 

multidisciplinary teams and integrated child protection units at the district and state levels can 

improve coordination, reduce duplication of efforts, and ensure holistic support for victims. 

Investments are needed in infrastructure, such as child-friendly courts, shelters, and forensic 

facilities, so that children encounter a supportive environment at every stage of the justice 

process. 

Promoting Awareness and Community Participation Stigma, silence, and lack of awareness 

persist as formidable barriers to reporting and addressing child sexual abuse. Public education 

campaigns, school-based awareness programs, and community engagement initiatives should 

be scaled up to foster a culture of openness and responsibility. Children, parents, teachers, and 

community leaders must be equipped with knowledge about the POCSO Act, reporting 

procedures, and available support services. Partnerships with civil society organisations and 

the private sector can amplify outreach, develop innovative educational materials, and support 

survivors in their healing and reintegration. 

Leveraging Technology and Data for Monitoring. Data-driven decision-making is central to 

effective child protection. India must invest in creating a centralised, secure, and transparent 

database to track case registrations, investigations, prosecutions, and outcomes under the 

POCSO Act. Real-time data analytics can help identify trends, monitor implementation gaps, 

and inform policy interventions. Technology can also be harnessed to provide online reporting 

platforms, digital evidence management, and tele-counselling services for victims. Regular 

publication of anonymised data and independent audits will enhance transparency, 

accountability, and public trust. 
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Policy Suggestions Based on Global Best Practices. Drawing inspiration from countries with 

advanced child protection systems, India should consider: 

• Institutionalising multi-agency child protection teams and regular case review 

conferences. 

• Introducing trauma-informed protocols for all actors in the criminal justice process. 

• Expanding victim and witness protection measures, including psychological support 

and safe housing. 

• Developing mandatory, periodic training modules for police, judiciary, and medical 

staff. 

• Integrating child protection into broader social welfare and education policies to 

address root causes. 

• Encouraging research and innovation in prevention, detection, and rehabilitation 

strategies. 

CONCLUSION 

The journey of child protection in India, as exemplified by the Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, reflects both the strengths and challenges of legislating for the 

welfare of the nation’s most vulnerable. The POCSO Act stands as a testament to India’s 

commitment to safeguarding its children against sexual exploitation and abuse, providing a 

comprehensive legal framework that criminalises a wide array of offences and seeks to make 

the judicial process more sensitive to the needs of child victims. However, as this analysis has 

shown, the mere existence of progressive legislation is not sufficient to ensure real-world safety 

and justice for children. 

A critical examination of the Act’s implementation reveals significant gaps between legislative 

intent and practical outcomes. Challenges such as inconsistent enforcement, procedural delays, 

lack of institutional capacity, and deep-rooted societal stigma have repeatedly hindered the 

delivery of timely and effective justice. The paucity of child-friendly infrastructure, inadequate 

training for frontline responders, and the absence of robust data monitoring systems further 

exacerbate these challenges. These obstacles underscore the reality that legal reform, while 

necessary, must be accompanied by sustained investments in systems, processes, and cultural 

change. 

Comparative insights from global child protection standards highlight the importance of a 

holistic, multi-disciplinary approach. Countries like the United Kingdom, Australia, and the 

United States have demonstrated that child protection is most effective when laws are 

supported by strong institutional frameworks, cross-sectoral coordination, community 

engagement, and continuous capacity-building. The integration of technology, data-driven 

monitoring, and preventive strategies—such as education and public awareness—is a key 

elements that drive impact beyond the courtroom. 
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For India, the lessons are clear. The way forward must involve not only strengthening the 

implementation of the POCSO Act but also a broader societal commitment to child safety. This 

includes expanding public education on child rights and protection, investing in infrastructure 

and training, creating safe spaces for children, and fostering a culture in which reporting abuse 

is met with support rather than stigma. Multi-agency collaboration, regular policy evaluation, 

and the inclusion of survivors’ voices in policy-making will be critical to closing the gap 

between law and lived experience. 

In sum, while the POCSO Act provides a strong foundation, it is the collective will and 

coordinated action of government, civil society, communities, and individuals that will 

determine the future of child protection in India. Bridging the gap between law and reality 

demands a sustained, multi-faceted approach—one that places children’s well-being at the 

centre of legal, institutional, and cultural reform. Only then can India fulfil its promise to its 

children: a life free from fear, exploitation, and harm, and the opportunity to grow and thrive 

with dignity and hope. 
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