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Abstract

This paper explores the ideological convergences and conflicts between Mahatma
Gandhi and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, two towering figures in India’s socio-political and intellectual
history. Though Both were committed to the upliftment of the oppressed, especially the Dalit’s,
their visions for Achieving social justice and national development diverged significantly.
Gandhi emphasized Moral reform, non-violence, and the transformation of hearts and minds
within the framework of Tradition, while Ambedkar championed structural change, legal
rights, and the annihilation of Caste through rational and constitutional means. The paper
conducts a comparative analysis of their philosophies on key issues such as caste, Religion,
democracy, and social reform, drawing from their major writings, speeches, and political
Actions—particularly the Poona Pact of 1932 and the Constituent Assembly debates. While
Identifying moments of ideological convergence, the study also highlights profound and
Enduring conflicts that reveal contrasting visions of India’s future. Ultimately, the paper argues
that understanding the Gandhi-Ambedkar dialogue is essential for Grasping the foundations of
modern Indian democracy and the continuing struggles over Equality, identity, and justice in
contemporary India.
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Introduction -

The making of the modern nation does not rest merely on economic and political power. Every
nation in transition requires visionary leadership ideological base with pragmatic reasoning
advocated to just and Human order. The prominent rational Philosopher serve as torch bearers
of the nation. Philosopher provides the conceptual ethical framework for understanding and
pursuing common good, promote reason and knowledge foster capable of independent thought
and accountability which is essential for social progress and a stable just and developed nation.
Without such leadership a modern state risks becoming technologically advanced but
spiritually as hollow, politically should be free yet socially fragmented.The ideologies
Mahatma Gandhi and Ambedkar epitomize two divergent yet transformative trajectories in
Indian socio political discourse .Gandhi's philosophy grounded in Ahimsa (non -violence)
Sarvodaya (welfare of all )and sought for moral regeneration of society , decentralization .In
contrast Ambedkar ideology rooted with equality , egalitarian and constitutionalism ,
rationalism , advocated for systematic annihilation of caste to establish substantive democracy.
During colonial rule of India Gandhi and Ambedkar ideological thoughts remain highly
influenced by generation of India. The struggle for India’s independence was not only a
political movement against colonial rule but also a profound engagement with the social,
cultural, and moral fabric of Indian society. Within this broader context, Mahatma Gandhi and
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar emerged as two of the Most influential and ideologically distinct figures.
While both leaders shared a commitment to social justice, human dignity, and the upliftment
of the marginalized, especially the Dalit’s (formerly ‘Untouchables’), their philosophical
foundations and methods of reform were markedly divergent. Gandhi, rooted in Hindu
spiritualism, emphasized non-violence (ahimsa), self-purification, and Reform within tradition.
He advocated for the abolition of untouchability but did not reject the Varna system outright,
believing that caste, when divested of hierarchy, could serve a social Function. On the other
hand, Ambedkar, a product of modern education and liberal Constitutionalism, saw the caste
system as inherently oppressive and called for its total annihilation. He believed that social
equality could only be achieved through legal rights, state Intervention, and the restructuring
of society on secular and rational principles. Their ideological clashes came to a head during
critical moments such as the Poona Pact (1932), where Gandhi opposed Ambedkar’s demand
for separate electorates for Dalit’s, and Later during the framing of the Indian Constitution,
which Ambedkar led as Chairman of the Drafting Committee. These episodes not only reflect
the tensions between moral persuasion and institutional reform, but also reveal deep
philosophical disagreements about religion, Democracy, social hierarchy, and national identity.
This paper seeks to undertake a comparative analysis of Gandhi and Ambedkar’s ideologies,
Identifying both points of convergence and conflict. It aims to explore how their differing
Worldviews influenced their political strategies and how their legacies continue to shape
Contemporary debates on caste, equality, and social justice in India. By doing so, the study
Contributes to a more nuanced understanding of India’s intellectual and political heritage,
where Diverse ideological traditions coexist, challenge, and shape one another.

Objectives-
> To examine the philosophical and ideological foundations of Gandhi and Ambedkar

> To analyses Gandhi and Ambedkar’s ideological convergence and deconvergence
areas of Indian society.

> To assess the contemporary impact of their ideological positions on Indian society
and governance.

Methodology -

This study will adopt a qualitative, analytical, and comparative research methodology to
Examine the ideological convergences and conflicts between Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar. The approach is rooted in interpretive political theory and historical analysis,
Enabling a contextual understanding of their philosophies, methods, and lasting impact.

> Research Design- Qualitative and Comparative Study The research will conduct a
comparative analysis of the political and social ideologies of Gandhi And Ambedkar,
with a focus on themes such as caste, social justice, religion, democracy, and National
identity.

> Data Collection - Primary Sources Gandhi’s writings: Hind Swaraj, The Collected
Works of Mahatma Gandhi, speeches on caste and social reform. Ambedkar’s writings:
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Annihilation of Caste, The Problem of the Rupee, The Essential Writings of B.R.
Ambedkar, and speeches from the Constituent Assembly Debates.

> Secondary Sources-

Scholarly books, peer-reviewed journal articles, biographies, and historical analyses that
Critically examine the ideological contributions of both thinkers.

Ideological Discussion of Gandhi and Ambedkar-

The making of modern nations required the political leader and economic planner to shape the
nation’s soul. In India’s perspective Gandhi and Ambedkar emerged as the guiding light of the
nation. Together they demonstrate that the progress of a nation lies not merely in material
advancement but in harmonizing ethical ideals with rational principles a balance essential for
the creation of a truly Modern nation. The birth of the modern nation demands not just rulers
and reformers but moral and rational Philosophers like Mahatma Gandhi and Dr BR Ambedkar
who infused India’s political freedom with the deeper struggles for truth , justice and equality.
Mahatma Gandbhi, the “Father of India” was a central figure in India’s freedom movement. He
Advocated for non-violence (ahimsa) and truth (Satya) and promoted the idea of Swaraj (self-
rule) for India. Gandhi’s views were deeply rooted in the Indian tradition of simplicity,
Spirituality, and community living. On the other hand, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was the principal
architect of the Indian Constitution and a leading voice for Dalit rights. Born into a Dalit family,
Ambedkar experienced Caste-based discrimination first-hand, which shaped his lifelong
struggle against caste Oppression. He was a staunch advocate for social equality, emphasizing
the need for legal Safeguards and political representation for marginalized communities.

Gandhi and Ambedkar had contrasting philosophies, shaped by their different backgrounds,
life Experiences, and social contexts. Gandhi, from a relatively privileged background, sought
Reform within the existing social order, while Ambedkar, born into an oppressed Dalit family,
Called for a complete dismantling of the caste system and other oppressive structures.

> Caste system -

Caste is a long-established social differentiation in traditional Indian society. It’s a common
way to think the caste system is divided people into different social classes on the basis of their
occupation. It’s divided into four categories like Brahmin, Kshatriya, Baishya and sudra
constructed by conservative Hindu society. It’s highly beneficial for Brahmin. People
mistakenly blindly follow-up caste system basis of religious perspectives. Ambedkar belongs
himself from the Mahar community a lower class, faced from childhood the grounded
inequality. So, his view on casteism was critical and radical. According to him caste is not just
social division it’s a deeply oppressive system that objectifies inequality and untouchability.
Casteism is the greatest barrier of social justice of India. It is constructed to rank communities
into higher to lower orders and produce perpetual inequality. Ambedkar solution a complete
social revolution in a radical way to establish equality and human dignity. Also, the Hindu
scriptures and practices construct inequality. So as a part of protest against casteism burn the
Hindu scriptures Manusmriti in publically. His famous speech 1936 ‘Annihilation of caste
‘prior notice to its necessary to the caste system should be abolished. He argued to leave
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Hinduism by embarrassing Buddhism 1956. But Gandhi was a spiritual and moralistic thinker
advocated instead of total destruction instead of totally abolishing the caste system he
advocated reforms of it. Gandhi believed that Hinduism was a living faith capable of internal
reforms of individuals. He emphasized its core values Ahimsa (non-violence) Sarvodaya,
(welfare of all) as the true essence of religion. Gandhi distinguished caste from Varna, Varna
system as a division of labour where people performed duties according to their birth and
aptitude. He developed the traditional Varna system in principle but condemned its degradation
into casteism and untouchability and agreed to reform perpetuation of changing hearts and
minds not by destroying Hindu order. The main perspective of both Gandhi and Ambedkar was
established equality but both applied different methodology

> Approach to Social reform-

Gandhi believed in gradual social reform through non-violent means. His method involved
moral Persuasion and encouraging people to transform their hearts and minds. He emphasized
the Importance of self-purification and spiritual growth in fighting social evils like
untouchability. Ambedkar’s approach to social reform was far more radical. He argued that
mere moral Persuasion could not dismantle the entrenched caste system. For Ambedkar, legal
and Institutional reforms were crucial for ensuring the protection of the marginalized. He
believed in direct political action and structural change to bring about social justice.

> Political Representation for Dalit’s-

The separate electorate issue is one of the most important debates between Gandhi and
Ambedkar. Both Gandhi and Ambedkar supported rights for depressed classes. Ambedkar’s
initiative for uplifting the Dalit’s in the political sector, so as a representative of India
participated in round tables in London and argued that Dalit’s social excluded and politically
marginalized and demand to expand the separate electorate for Dalit’s could vote for their
representatives. It gives them political voice and is free from upper caste dominance. In
accordance with 1932 British Prime minister Ramsey MacDonald announced the British
communal award for the Dalit’s. It was a step towards social justice and political equality.

Mahatma Gandhi supported political representations for Dalit’s strongly opposed to a separate

electorate for Dalit’s. Gandhi believed that the idea of a separate electorate would split the soul
of Hinduism and isolated Dalit’s from the larger Hindu community. For Gandhi, this was a
threat to national unity and the moral Fabric of Indian society. To demonstrate his opposition,
Gandhi undertook a fast unto death. This Standoff between Gandhi and Ambedkar culminated
in the Poona Pact, where Ambedkar, under Pressure, agreed to withdraw his demand for
separate electorates in exchange for reserved Seats for Dalit’s within a unified electorate...

> Religion and identity -

Gandhi was deeply spiritual and saw religion as a moral compass for social reform. He believed
in the essential goodness of all religions and tried to reform Hinduism from within. Gandhi’s
Interpretation of Hinduism emphasized non-violence and the unity of all beings. Ambedkar,
while initially critical of Hinduism due to its association with caste oppression, ultimately
rejected Hinduism altogether. In 1956, he and lakhs of his followers converted to Buddhism.

IJSSR WWW.1jssr.com 176



International Journal of Social Science Research (IJSSR)
Volume- 2, Issue- 5 | September - October 2025 ISSN: 3048-9490

Ambedkar saw Buddhism as a religion of equality and rationality, free from the Oppressive
structures of caste....

> Perspectives on Democracy-

. Gandhi envisioned a decentralized form of democracy rooted in village-level self-governance
(Gram Swaraj). He believed in a moral, ethical democracy where leaders would serve selflessly
for the well-being of the community. His model emphasized cooperation over competition and
was anti-industrialization.

Ambedkar, a proponent of liberal democracy, emphasized individual rights and constitutional
Safeguards. He recognized that India needed a strong, centralized government to protect the
Rights of marginalized groups. Ambedkar saw democracy as a means of achieving social and
Economic equality, not just political independence....

Ideological Similarities between Gandhi and Ambedkar -

Despite the significant differences in their approaches and ideologies, Gandhi and Ambedkar
Were united by a shared goal of social upliftment, particularly for the marginalized sections of
Indian society. Both recognized the deep injustices prevalent within Indian society and sought
to Create a more equitable nation. While their disagreements often overshadowed their
Commonalities, there were important areas where their visions intersected.

» Commitment to Social Justice: Both leaders were deeply committed to improving the
Condition of the oppressed, particularly the Dalit’s. While their methods differed, they
both sought to uplift the marginalized.

» Critique of Western Materialism: Both Gandhi and Ambedkar criticized aspects of
Western Civilization. Gandhi was critical of its materialism and industrialism, while
Ambedkar critiqued its Inability to address the deep social inequalities of caste.

» Nation-Building: Both played pivotal roles in shaping modern India. Gandhi’s
leadership During the independence struggle and Ambedkar’s contributions to drafting
the Constitution are Equally monumental legacies. Symbolism in Actions: Both Gandhi
and Ambedkar effectively used symbols to convey powerful Messages. Gandhi’s
burning of foreign clothing during the Swadeshi movement was a symbolic Rejection
of colonial exploitation Similarly, Ambedkar’s burning of the Manusmriti was a strong
Denunciation of the oppressive caste system codified in Hindu law.

» Emphasis on Education: Both leaders placed a strong emphasis on education as a means
to Inspire social change. Gandhi advocated for basic education (Nai Talim) rooted in
Indian values. Ambedkar, on the other hand, saw education as the key to breaking the
shackles of caste Oppression. Ambedkar, a proponent of liberal democracy,
emphasized individual rights and constitutional safeguards. He recognized that India
needed a strong, centralized government to protect the rights of marginalized groups.
Ambedkar saw democracy as a means of achieving social and economic equality, not
just political independence.

Relevance of Gandhian and Ambedkar ideological thoughts-
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Gandhian and Ambedkar ideological thoughts remain highly relevance in contemporary India

also Internationally. Gandhi's principles of non-violence and moral reforms globally
recognised. Today's 2nd October day Gandhi Jayanti is celebrated as International Non-
violence Day internationally. The advocate of peaceful resistance of the national movement of
India led to. independence. His notorious virtue is like patience, non-violence, Sarvodaya
remains the features of a true happy simple life. Gandhi supported stateless society for the
humanitarian view of people as a pacifist who can symbolize violence to prohibit a starless
society or Ramrajya where people can ensure their own personality development and
cooperation to achieve some human goals. He assisted to resist the unjust to demolish
peacefully and established equality and liberty.

Also, Ambedkar ideological legacy highly stood up as architect of Indian constitution and
leading personality for reforming the structure of Indian traditional society. Ambedkar 's vision
of an egalitarian society, social justice affirmative action, dignity of marginalized communities,
human rights, advocate of women's rights cannot be overstated. Ambedkar's initiative for
uplifting the Dalit’s is highly relevant in present time, 21st century India all people are equally
treated all of the way. Ambedkar experienced the continuing humiliation of caste
discrimination and violence from childhood. To abolish the caste discrimination from Indians
he advocated to Constitutional supremacy, legal rights and state intervention. Constitutionally
added the reservation system for the upliftment of marginalized communities, whose can easily
perceive education, acquiring job opportunities, or political mobilization. Constitutional
landmark provisions like fundamental rights (abolished untouchability according to article 17
,18 for job reservation etc.), universal suffrage, Directive principles of state policy take a better
half of people and give opportunities to uplift. Addressing the needs of discrimination not only
in India it supports internationally recognised by UNO. Ambedkar's prominent ideas continue
to shape democratic values, social reforms, human rights, equality, liberty are highly relevant
in modern nation.

Conclusion-

Gandhi and Ambedkar, though deeply divergent in their approaches, converge in their
commitment to the upliftment of the marginalized and the reconstruction of Indian society.
Gandhi emphasized ethical reform, non-violence, and spiritual unity as the path to social
harmony, whereas Ambedkar advocated for legal safeguards, rationality, and structural change
to dismantle entrenched inequalities Together, their ideas show that building a just society
needs both ethical transformation and institutional change. While both philosophers sought to
reconstruct society on the foundations of justice, morality, and human dignity, their approaches
reveal a fundamental divergence—one emphasizing spiritual-ethical reform and collective
harmony, the other stressing rational-legal structures and individual rights. Yet, taken together,
their ideological contributions highlight the complementary need for both moral transformation
and institutional change in building a just, modern, and inclusive society. Ideologically their
legacies represent two distinct visions for the shape of modern India but the motive is the same.
Both philosopher ideology engaged with urgent intellectual task for addressing India’s
contemporary challenges. Their ideologies foster to make moral based democratic values,
equality, liberty, justice people mobilization etc.,
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