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Abstract 

 This study explores the socio-economic conditions of the Gujjar tribe in Himachal 

Pradesh with a special focus on their living standards, income levels, access to basic 

amenities, and regional distribution. Drawing on primary data collected from 75 respondents 

through field surveys, the paper reveals significant disparities in housing quality, fuel usage, 

and access to electricity, drinking water, and income levels among the Gujjars. The results 

indicate persistent marginalization, poor infrastructure, and limited access to development 

schemes, especially in districts with higher Gujjar concentration such as Solan, Kangra, and 

Mandi. The study underscores the urgent need for targeted government policies, improved 

infrastructure, and livelihood enhancement programs to ensure inclusive development of the 

Gujjar community in Himachal Pradesh. 

Keywords: Gujjar tribe, Himachal Pradesh, socio-economic challenges, tribal communities, 

marginalization 

Introduction 

Himachal Pradesh, a prominent hill state in northern India, is home to a diverse population 

that includes several tribal communities, among which the Gujjars form a significant group. 

Spread across various districts like Solan, Kangra, Mandi, and Sirmaur, Gujjars are 

traditionally nomadic pastoralists who face a multitude of socio-economic challenges. 

Despite being recognized as a Scheduled Tribe, they remain largely marginalized due to low 

literacy rates, lack of land ownership, and limited access to modern amenities and 

government welfare schemes. This study focuses on analysing their demographic profile, 

economic conditions, living standards, and access to basic services such as drinking water, 

lighting, and cooking fuel. By examining both secondary data from the Census 2011 and 

primary data from field surveys, the study aims to present a comprehensive picture of the 

socio-economic status of Gujjars in Himachal Pradesh. 

Objectives 

1. To study the demographic distribution of the Gujjar population across different 

districts of Himachal Pradesh. 

2. To assess the socio-economic conditions of the Gujjars, including income, housing, 

and access to essential services. 

3. To identify the challenges faced by Gujjars in integrating with mainstream 

development processes. 
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Research Methodology 

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining both primary and secondary data: 

Primary Data: Collected through structured interviews and questionnaires from 75 tribal 

respondents in Chamba district, including Gujjar communities. The questions focused on 

school access, quality of facilities, awareness of educational schemes, and benefits received. 

Secondary Data: Sourced from the Census of India (2011), Socio-Economic Caste Census 

(SECC), Tribal Statistical Handbook of Himachal Pradesh, and academic studies on tribal 

education and development. 

Himachal Pradesh 

Himachal Pradesh, located in the northern part of India, is a prominent hill state known for its 

significant socio-economic progress among the 13 hilly states and regions of the country. 

Covering a geographical area of 55,673 square kilometers, the state has a population of 

68,56,509 as per the 2011 Census, spread across 20,690 villages and 59 towns, with a 

population density of 123 persons per square kilometer. The terrain is predominantly 

mountainous and undulating, ranging in altitude from 350 to 6,975 meters above sea level. 

Bordered by Tibet in the east, Jammu and Kashmir in the north, Punjab to the west and 

southwest, and Haryana and Uttar Pradesh to the south, the state lies in the western 

Himalayan zone and plays a vital role in supporting both ecological balance and the 

livelihoods of people in the plains through its natural resources and river systems.  

The population comprises 25.19% Scheduled Castes and 5.71% Scheduled Tribes, with tribal 

communities primarily residing in Kinnaur, Lahaul & Spiti, and the Pangi valley of Chamba 

district. Administratively, the state is divided into 12 districts, 78 Community Development 

Blocks, and 3,226 elected Gram Panchayats that actively participate in rural development 

initiatives. Among the tribal groups residing in Himachal Pradesh, the Gujjars also known as 

Goojar, Gujar, or Gurjara hold a significant place. Traditionally nomadic, they migrate to 

higher altitudes during summer and descend to the plains in winter. Their livelihood 

primarily revolves around animal husbandry and forest-based activities, with buffalo 

ownership often determining their economic status. Predominantly landless and facing high 

levels of illiteracy, the Gujjars remain socio-economically marginalized despite being 

recognized as a Scheduled Tribe. 

Gujjars in Himachal Pradesh 

Gujjars represent the largest tribal community in Himachal Pradesh. According to the 2011 

Census, out of the total tribal population of 3,92,126 in the state, approximately 92,547 are 

Gujjars. Tribal communities make up around 5.71 percent of the state's overall population, 

with Gujjars alone accounting for 23.6 percent of this tribal population. The community is 

predominantly concentrated in the districts of Chamba, Sirmaur, Solan, Kangra, Mandi, and 

Bilaspur. 
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Table No 1: Scheduled Tribes and Gujjar Population 

S.No State Name Population 

1 Himachal Pradesh 68,56,509 

2 All Scheduled Tribes 3,92,126 

3 Gujjars 92,547 

             Source: 2011 census 

Gujjar Population across Districts in Himachal Pradesh 

The table below illustrates the Gujjar population across the districts and by gender (Census 

2011). Out of total Gujjar population of 92, 547 in the state, 47,576 are males and 44,971 are 

females. 

Table 2:- Gujjar Population by Gender and Districts 

Area Name Total Population 

 Person Male Female 

Bilaspur 10,278 5,283 4,995 

Chamba 9,784 5,084 4,700 

Hamirpur 2,736 1,360 1,376 

Kangra 11,390 5,759 5,631 

Kinnaur 17 9 8 

Kullu 1,246 656 590 

Lahaul & Spiti 9 6 3 

Mandi 11,278 5,632 5,646 

Shimla 3,157 1,654 1,503 

Sirmaur 10,545 5,498 5,047 

Solan 23,728 12,309 11,419 

Una 8,379 4,326 4,053 

Himachal Pradesh 92,547 47,576 44,971 

   Source: 2011 census 

An analysis of the district-wise distribution of the Gujjar population in Himachal Pradesh 

reveals that Solan district has the highest number of Gujjars, with a total population of 

23,728, comprising 12,309 males and 11,419 females. On the other end of the spectrum, 
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Lahaul & Spiti has the smallest Gujjar population, limited to just 9 individuals (6 males and 3 

females), followed by Kinnaur with 17 individuals (9 males and 8 females). The districts 

with a significant concentration of Gujjar population include Solan, Kangra, Mandi, Sirmaur, 

Bilaspur, and Chamba. Following Solan, Kangra ranks second with 11,390 Gujjars (5,759 

males and 5,631 females), closely followed by Mandi with 11,278 individuals (5,632 males 

and 5,646 females). Sirmaur has 10,545 Gujjars (5,498 males and 5,047 females), and 

Bilaspur records a Gujjar population of 10,278 (5,283 males and 4,995 females). While 

districts like Chamba, Una, Shimla, Hamirpur, and Kullu have Gujjar populations below the 

five-digit mark, their numbers remain considerably higher than those in Lahaul & Spiti and 

Kinnaur. Specifically, Chamba has a Gujjar population of 9,784, including 5,084 males and 

4,700 females. 

Chamba District 

Chamba, one of the prominent districts of Himachal Pradesh, was formed on 1st November 

1966 following the reorganization of Punjab. Nestled in the Himalayas, it shares borders with 

Jammu & Kashmir to the northwest, Kangra district to the east and southeast, and Gurdaspur 

(Punjab) to the south. Covering an area of 6,522 sq. km 11.71% of the state's total it has a 

population of 5,19,080 and a sex ratio of 986 females per 1,000 males (Census 2011). 

Administratively, it includes seven development blocks, eight tehsils, three sub-tehsils, and 

seven sub-divisions. Among its tribal communities, the Gujjars, primarily Muslim nomadic 

herders, stand out for their unique language and culture. Likely migrating from Kashmir due 

to proximity and better grazing pastures in Chamba, they traditionally move with their 

buffaloes to the plains of Punjab in winter and return in summer. Unlike the Gaddi and 

Pangwala tribes who are Hindus and more settled with access to education, healthcare, and 

agriculture the Gujjars lead a nomadic life, relying mainly on milk production and often 

remain excluded from mainstream development schemes. 

Results and Discussion 

Table No 3: - Distribution of Respondents on the basis of Gender 

Gender Respondents Percentage 

Male 48 64.00 

Female 27 36.00 

Total 75 100% 

       Source:- Field Survey 
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Figure No 3:- Distribution of Respondents on the basis of Gender 

 

The table presents the gender-wise distribution of respondents in the study. Out of a total of 

75 respondents, 48 (64%) were male, while 27 (36%) were female. This indicates a 

noticeable gender disparity, with a significantly higher participation of males compared to 

females. The data may reflect underlying socio-cultural factors or accessibility issues 

influencing female participation in the study area. Such a gender imbalance is important to 

consider when analysing the overall findings, as it may impact the representativeness and 

inclusivity of the results. 

Table No 4:- Distribution of Respondents According to Type of House 

Types of House Respondents Percentage 

Kucha 36 48.00 

Semi- Pucca 24 32.00 

Pucca 10 20.00 

Total 75 100% 

           Source:- Field Survey 

Figure No 4:- Distribution of Respondents According to Type of House 
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The table shows the distribution of respondents based on the types of houses they reside in. 

Among the 75 respondents, the majority 36 (48%) live in kucha houses, followed by 24 

(32%) in semi-pucca houses, and only 10 (20%) in pucca houses. This indicates that a 

significant portion of the population still resides in structurally weak or temporary housing, 

highlighting economic challenges and possibly limited access to government housing 

schemes or infrastructure development. The low percentage of pucca houses suggests a need 

for targeted interventions to improve living conditions and promote housing security in the 

region. 

 Table No 5:- Income Wise Distribution of Respondents 

Monthly Income Respondents Percentage 

Below 5000 18 24% 

5000-10000 27 36% 

10,000-15000 15 20% 

15000- 20000 12 16% 

Above 20000 3 4% 

Total 50 100% 

             Source:- Field Survey 

Figure No 5:- Income Wise Distribution of Respondents  

 

The table illustrates the monthly income distribution of 50 respondents. A majority 27 

respondents (36%) fall within the income range of ₹5,000 to ₹10,000, followed by 18 

respondents (24%) earning below ₹5,000. Additionally, 15 respondents (20%) earn between 

₹10,000 and ₹15,000, while only 12 (16%) fall in the ₹15,000–₹20,000 bracket. A minimal 

proportion just 3 respondents (4%) earn above ₹20,000. This data reveals that a significant 

portion of the population earns a relatively low monthly income, indicating economic 

vulnerability and limited financial resources. The low representation in higher income 

brackets suggests a need for income-generating opportunities and skill development to uplift 

the economic conditions of the respondents. 
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 Table No: - 6 Distributions of Respondents by Type of Cooking Fuel Used 

Types of Fuel Respondents Percentage 

Fire Wood 18 36% 

Cow dung Cakes 16 32% 

Kerosene 9 18% 

LPG Gas 7 14% 

Total 50 100% 

             Source:- Field Survey 

Figure No: - 6 Distributions of Respondents by Type of Cooking Fuel Used

 

The table presents the types of fuel used by 50 respondents for cooking purposes. A 

significant portion 18 respondents (36%) use firewood, followed closely by 16 (32%) who 

rely on cow dung cakes. Kerosene is used by 9 respondents (18%), while only 7 (14%) use 

LPG gas. This indicates that the majority still depend on traditional and less efficient sources 

of fuel, such as firewood and cow dung, which may have adverse health and environmental 

impacts. The relatively low usage of LPG suggests limited access to cleaner and modern 

energy sources, reflecting the need for improved awareness, affordability, and infrastructure 

to promote the adoption of safer and more sustainable cooking fuels. 

Table No 7:- Source of Drinking Water Used by the Respondents 

Drinking Water Source Respondents Percentage 

Government Hand Pumps/Tube 

Wells/Taps. 

42 56% 

Wells/Boreholes/Water Tanks 18 24% 
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Springs 15 20% 

Total 75 100% 

                Source:- Field Survey 

Figure No 7:- Source of Drinking Water Used by the Respondents 

 

Table No. 7 highlights the sources of drinking water used by the 75 respondents. A majority 

42 respondents (56%) depend on government-provided hand pumps, tube wells, or taps, 

indicating a relatively good level of access to public water supply. Meanwhile, 18 

respondents (24%) rely on wells, boreholes, or water tanks, and 15 (20%) use natural springs. 

Although over half the population utilizes government sources, a significant portion still 

depends on traditional or alternative water sources, which may be less reliable or hygienic. 

This suggests the need for improved coverage, maintenance, and quality of government water 

supply systems to ensure safe and equitable access to drinking water for all. 

Table No: - 8 Source of Light Used by the Respondents 

Source of Light Respondents Percentage 

With Meter Connection 18 24% 

Without Meter Connection 36 48% 

Fuel and other Sources 21 28% 

Total 75 100% 

              Source:- Field Survey 
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Figure No: - 8 Source of Light Used by the Respondents 

 

The table shows the distribution of respondents based on their sources of lighting. Out of 75 

respondents, only 18 (24%) have access to electricity through a proper meter connection, 

while a larger segment 36 respondents (48%) use electricity without a meter, indicating 

unauthorized or informal connections. Additionally, 21 respondents (28%) rely on fuel and 

other non-electric sources for lighting. This data reveals that a significant portion of the 

population lacks formal and reliable access to electricity, which reflects infrastructural gaps 

and possible economic constraints. The high dependence on informal or alternative sources 

highlights the need for improved electrification and regularization of power connections to 

ensure safe and consistent lighting facilities. 

Conclusion 

The findings of this study clearly highlight that the Gujjar community in Himachal Pradesh 

continues to live in underdeveloped conditions, with a substantial number still residing in 

kucha houses and depending on traditional fuels like firewood and cow dung for cooking. 

The low levels of income and education, coupled with inadequate access to formal electricity 

and clean drinking water, reflect the socio-economic exclusion of this community. Despite 

their recognition as a Scheduled Tribe, the benefits of state and central welfare schemes 

appear to have reached them only partially. There is a pressing need for inclusive 

development initiatives that address the specific needs of the Gujjar population, especially in 

terms of housing, education, healthcare, livelihood generation, and infrastructure. Targeted 

policy interventions, combined with community participation, are essential to uplift the 

socio-economic status of Gujjars and ensure their integration into the broader framework of 

rural and tribal development in Himachal Pradesh. 

References 

1. Census of India. Primary Census Abstract – Scheduled Tribes: Himachal Pradesh, 

2011. Office of the Registrar General & Census Commissioner, India. 

https://censusindia.gov.in 

0%
5%

10%
15%
20%
25%
30%
35%
40%
45%
50%

With Meter
Connection

Without
Meter

Connection

Fuel and
other

Sources

24%

48%

28%

Source of Light Used by the Respondents

With Meter Connection

Without Meter
Connection

Fuel and other Sources

https://censusindia.gov.in/


International Journal of Social Science Research (IJSSR) 
Volume- 2, Issue- 4 | July - August 2025    ISSN: 3048-9490 

IJSSR www.ijssr.com 505 

 

2. Sharma, Pankaj. “Socio-Economic Status of Gujjars: A Case Study of Himachal 

Pradesh.” International Journal of Research in Social Sciences, vol. 7, no. 6, 2017, 

pp. 456–469. 

3. Chauhan, K.S. Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in India: A Socio-Economic 

Survey. Rawat Publications, 2009. 

4. Himachal Pradesh Tribal Development Department. Annual Report 2020-21. 

Government of Himachal Pradesh, 2021. 

5. Verma, R.C. Indian Tribes through the Ages. Publications Division, Ministry of 

Information and Broadcasting, Government of India, 1990. 

6. Ministry of Tribal Affairs. Statistical Profile of Scheduled Tribes in India 2013. 

Government of India, 2014. 

7. Hussain, M. “Livelihood Patterns of Nomadic Gujjars in North-Western Himalayas.” 

Journal of Mountain Science, vol. 11, no. 4, 2014, pp. 1049–1057. 

8. Singh, K.S. People of India: Himachal Pradesh. Vol. XXII, Anthropological Survey 

of India, Seagull Books, 1996. 

9. Thakur, Devender. Tribal Life in Himachal Pradesh. Deep & Deep Publications, 

2003. 

10. Bhasin, Veena. “Status of Tribal Women in India.” Studies on Home and Community 

Science, vol. 4, no. 3, 2010, pp. 137–146. 

 


